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2019 Yellow & Bohai Sea Wetlands International Conference 

 

 

 
The 2019 Yellow & Bohai Sea Wetlands International Conference was held in Yancheng City, 

Jiangsu Province, China from 28 to 30 September. The aims of the conference were: 

1. To celebrate the Phase I inscription of China’s two-phase nomination of “Migratory 

Bird Sanctuaries along the Coast of Yellow Sea-Bohai Gulf” as natural sites on the 

UNESCO World Heritage List in recognition of its critical importance to migratory 

waterbirds on 5th July 2019. And to promote the preparation for the Phase II 

nomination which includes at least 14 additional sites and is scheduled in 2022. 
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2. To develop and improve plans for the conservation, management and sustainable 

development of the wetland as well as to deepen exchange and enhance cooperation 

among cities along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 

 
Local and international experts and scholars attended the conference to share ideas and 

suggestions on wetland conservation management and sustainable development with 

Chinese government officials over the days through three seminars. Besides Nature Society 

(Singapore), several other BirdLife partners were also present. Please see the following pages 

for the notes on each of the three seminars: 

• Page 3: Seminar 1 – Scientific Conservation Management of Yellow Sea Wetland 

World Heritage Sites 

• Page 4: Seminar 2 – Public Participation in World Heritage Protection and Eco-

education 

• Page 5: Seminar 3 – Sustainable Development of World Heritage Sites 
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Seminar 1 – Scientific Conservation Management of Yellow Sea Wetland World Heritage Sites 

• Topic A: How to ensure the management and restoration of the habitat of migratory 

birds in the Yellow & Bohai Sea of China for the key protection of endangered species 

 

o To manage these sites, we need to monitor and regulate factors not only 

within the protected areas but also the surrounding environment.  

o Sites should be evaluated as part of a network used by migratory birds at 

different scales. 

o Site should be managed based on how target species use this site: this will help 

define boundaries and key features of sites. 

o We need a mechanism and process for incorporating scientific expertise and 

best practice, both Chinese and international, into Phase II nomination and site 

management. Opportunities exist through the Yancheng Yellow Sea Research 

Institute and EAAFP science unit, based at Beijing Forestry University. 

o The commitments made by china as part of the Phase I inscription are largely 

technical and could form a good basis of cooperation among Chinese and 

international scientists and conservationists to feed into the Phase II 

nomination. 

o Provide advice to revising and updating management plans, including role of 

buffer zones. 

o Increase opportunities to develop integrated citizen science projects. 

 

• Topic B: Evidence-based restoration, including management of the invasive plant 

Spartina alterniflora: how to improve the effectiveness of coastal wetland restoration 

 

o Invasive exotic Spartina alterniflora is perhaps the greatest threat to migratory 

waterbirds habitat in china, particularly, in Jiangsu, where it threatens the 

integrity of the Phase I site. 

o We will review the literature on the effectiveness of different treatments to 

control and eradicate Spartina. 

o International experience shows that eradication is feasible (herbicides have 

low impact in the huge area of Yancheng). 

o We need a national strategy with a clear purpose and coordinated action plan 

including evidence for policy makers. 

o Experiments with different treatments should be carried out to fill in gaps in 

knowledge, using large scale trials with monitoring of impact. 
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Seminar 2 – Public Participation in World Heritage Protection and Eco-education 

• Topic A: How to attract the public to understand the importance of coastal wetlands, 

migratory birds and biodiversity through the declaration of the World Heritage Site of 

Mirgratory Birds in the Yellow & Bohai Sea of China 

 

o Education is critical and direct contact with wetlands can spark joy.  

o Make use of technology such as live camera to provide close-up monitoring 

experience, and to turn Yancheng into a mission control station to track the 

migratory birds of EAAF. 

o Influence the schools in Yancheng and China to include robust wetland 

education into curriculum.  

o Involve people in the conservation and protection of the area through citizen 

science projects. 

o There is value in wetland visitor centres. Set up multiple-uses wetland visitor 

centres with education programmes to cater to multiple audiences. 

o Arts as an alternative form of education and to raise awareness.  

 

• Topic B: How to promote the sustainable development of local economy in heritage 

sites through birdwatching-related ecotourism, ecological products and bird 

expositions 

 

o International bird races have proven to be a form of ecotourism in poorer areas 

when out-of-town participants pay for accommodation and food, contributing 

to local economy. Bird races also attract passionate young people to go on and 

work in conservation. 

o Yancheng to organise international bird fairs and races to bring people 

together and raise money for conservation (e.g. Champions of the Flyway).  
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Seminar 3 – Sustainable Development of World Heritage Sites 

• Topic A: How to ensure evidence-based management of working coastal wetlands, 

such as shellfisheries, aquacultures and saltpans, for birds and the local economy 

 

o Clear necessity and opportunity to enhance management of intertidal fisheries 

and supratidal ‘working coastal wetlands’ (e.g. aquaculture, salt ponds, 

agriculture) so that intertidal and supratidal habitats provide critical food 

resources and roosting sites for migratory birds and nesting habitat for 

endemic and other water bird species and contribute to sustainable local 

economy. 

o The overarching management plan should encompass a clear vision for the 

overall management of the property in conjunction with management 

principles that will guide the management for individual components. 

 

• Topic B: How to scientifically develop the eco-tourism of migratory bird habitat in the 

Yellow & Bohai Sea of China in order to promote the protection of heritage sites and 

local economic development (including the promotion of World Heritage brands) 

 

o Ecotourism and within it birdwatching create lifelong passion to protect and 

conserve our world and our ecosystems including our migratory birds. By 

supporting ecotourism, we foster deep engagement in our citizens for eco-

civilisation. 

o Ecotourism has become truly global movement and is the fastest growing form 

of tourism. Over 90 countries now have or are implementing ecotourism, and 

the leadership of Yancheng will be invaluable. 

 

 

 


